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A change in environment

With the 2006 election results Patricia
Beneke’s environment is changing.

Patty Beneke can't pinpoint the exact moment that the
environment became such a defining part of her life.

Maybe it was her political work as a political science major
at lowa State. Or when the Iowa State Legislature passed the
bottle deposit bill. Or when she worked in the environmental
collection at the lowa State University Library.

“I sort of fell into environmental issues,” Beneke says. “I
think it was part happenstance and part growing up in a
beautiful state like ITowa.”

Whatever it was after she graduated from Harvard Law
School, the environment became and still remains an
important part of both her professional and personal lives,
from her time serving as Assistant Secretary for Water and
Science in the Department of the Interior or as a lawyer in
the U.S. Department of Justice working on environmental
litigation.

For the past several years, Beneke (B.S., 1976, political
science) has served as Democratic Senior Counsel on the U.S.
Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. After
the Democrats regained a majority in the Senate, Beneke’s job
changed a little.

Now her boss, Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-N.M.), is the
Committee Chairman and oversees the legislation that passes
through the committee. In the short time that the Democrats
have been the majority party, Beneke has seen changes.

And she expects a different approach to the environment.

“Over the next two years I think you'll see the Democrats
work for greater stewardship and protection of the
environment,” she said.

In her role with the committee, part of Beneke’ job is
oversight of the Department of the Interior. It’s a different role
than she had during the Clinton Administration when she was
an assistant secretary in that same Cabinet department.

Then Beneke focused on issues involving water resources.

“It was a great experience,” she said. “We had a chance to
work on the restoration of watersheds and ecosystems.”

That included restoring the habitat and landscape of the
Everglades, the Platte River ecosystem in Colorado, Nebraska
and Wyoming, and the Bay Delta Area in northern California.

“Each of these areas is very important for fish and wildlife
as well as water resources,” she said.

She also worked on preservation efforts in the Loess
Hills during the Clinton Administration, subsequent to its

designation by the U.S. Department of Transportation as
a scenic byway.
“The Loess Hills area has a very unique quality to it

both geologically as well as in terms of its prairie habitat.

It was a very special project for me because Iowa is still
home,” Beneke said.

It5 still such a home to her that Beneke and her
family, including her two daughters and husband Robert
Waters, a Washington, D.C., attorney and Carroll native,
travel back to lowa regularly for the lowa Caucuses and
Election Day activities. Waters is also a political science
graduate and former chief-of-staff to lowa Senator Tom
Harkin.

“Election Day is a holiday in our house,” Beneke
said. “I grew up appreciating what Iowa has to offer the
country through the caucuses.

“I run into Iowans all the time out here,” the Ames
native continued. “To me Washington seems very much
like a small town. There are lots of people with good
Iowa roots here.”

Law degree
prepares lerry
Tobin for job
investing in
real estate.

It5s not a stretch to see
Terrence (Terry) Tobin
making the jump from
corporate attorney to real
estate investor.

After all, the 1979
political science graduate
also holds a Bachelor’s of
Arts degree from lowa
State in economics. And
after graduating from
Georgetown Law School,
Tobin worked for General
Growth, one of the nation’s
leading shopping mall
developers.

That was the start of 15
years in real estate law for
Tobin, many of which came
with the Principal Financial Group in Des Moines.

“When I first started at Principal, I had many internal
clients in the real estate division,” Tobin says. “One of those
clients, Principal Enterprise Capital, kept getting bigger and
bigger to the point where they were my only client.”

At some point, Principal asked Tobin to step over the
business side and not practice law. That’s exactly what
he has done for the past several years as a director of
Principal Enterprise Capital, an investment manager which
partners with private real estate operating companies using
investment funds from third-party clients.

Principal Enterprise Capital invests in companies that
own real estate properties including warehouses, retail,
apartment complexes and some office buildings. While the
investments are throughout the nation, the company tends
to invest in the Denver, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia,
Dallas and Southern California markets.

But, according to Tobin, Principal Enterprise Capital
invests in real estate a little bit different than the normal
real estate investor.

“We invest at the company level,” Tobin says. “We go
find really good management teams and say ‘you do the
real estate and we’ll give you the capital.’

“It’s a real good business model and if done correctly can
benefit all sides of the equation.”
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Tobin says there are a lot of skills that he learned from
being an attorney that have translated to his new job
description. He enjoys the variety of his position and
working with “motivated entrepreneurs.”

There are times however when he misses practicing law.

“I miss the collegially of a law department, working day-
to-day with other lawyers,” he says.

In addition to his daytime job, Clive resident is active in
a variety of Iowa State, civic and community organizations.
At Towa State, Tobin is or has been a member of the
ISU Foundation Board of Governors, the FarmHouse
Fraternity Association Board, the Department of Political
Science Alumni Advisory Committee and served six years
as an lowa 4-H Foundation Trustee, including a term as
president of that board.

He is currently a member of the West Des Moines
Community School District Board of Education and is a
recipient of the Iowa State Bar Association Young Lawyers’
Division Award of Merit.

“I grew up in a family that put a high level of importance
on education and community service,” Tobin said. “I owed
it to the community to give back and serving on these
boards can be very satisfying.”

Tobin was honored this past fall with the Department of
Political Science’s Outstanding Alumni Award.
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Making a Difference

The Department of Political Science
at lowa State University is committed to
providing outstanding opportunities for
the university community. In order to
have the resources necessary to take our
programs into the future, support for
the department is essential. We want to
provide scholarships to support our very
best undergraduate majors and graduate
students as well as recognize faculty
excellence. To help make a difference,
simply fill out the form and mail to:

ISU Foundation, 2505 University Blvd,
Ames, lowa 50010-8644.

For more information about making
a gift to the Department of Political
Science or including ISU in your estate
plans, please contact the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences Development
Office at 515-294-3607 or Erin
Steinkamp at estein@iastate.edu.

www.foundation.iastate.edu/las_gift

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Department of Political Science
503 Ross Hall

Ames, 1A 50011-1204

07 P08:0307
I wish to support programs in Political Science at ISU.
Enclosed is my gift of:

_____$%1000
_$250
_____$%100
$50
Other $

Please specify the fund that should receive your gift:

Student Scholarships
General Development
I will request that my employer match my gift

My employer is

Please charge my credit card.
VISA Card #
Mastercard Exp.

Discover

Signature

Phone # and e-mail




